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GOOD NEWS AND 
BAD NEWS

First the Good News, and it’s really good. Brendon 
Beardsley flew outstandingly F3J World Championships 

in Turkey earlier this month, earning 2nd Place in the 
Junior class, only 3 points behind the leader! The conditions 
were more than a little challenging, with heavy winds and 
accompanying carnage and lost planes every afternoon. 
Brendon was the only Junior pilot that made both of  his 
times in the first two rounds of  the finals, which were 
held in these difficult afternoon conditions. From there 
he dominated the finals until the last round, when he was 
passed up by one of  the three other pilots still in reach of  
challenging his lead. An excellent performance by our local 
boy!

The Bad News is that the two airplane boxes containing the 
NW pilots’ planes (including Dave Beardsley, Dave Kalaman, 
and Mikey and Sherman Knight, who all flew in the Open 
event that was held before the World Championships) never 
made it back from Turkey. This includes Brendon’s Supra, 
which was covered with autographed by pilots from around 
the world. 

TIME'S SHORT TO 
MAKE NOMINATIONS 
NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Fellow flyers, the flying season is upon us and it is time 
for me to ask all of  you for nominations for the Board 

of  Directors.  The Board of  Directors is the governing body 
of  the NWSS who takes input from all of  you such that we 
can continue having the best soaring club around.  The term 
is only for 3 years and we meet twice a year (in February and 
in September at the tournament).  The following have served 
the last 3 years:  Lee Urbaniak , Les Grammer and Amy Pool 

(some tough transmitters to fill).  Please forward me your 
nominations by 1 August.

Art Boysen, NWSS Secretary, cathybum@aol.com 
4113 S Best Ln, Veradale, WA  99037

NOMINATIONS FOR THE CLIFF 
MINK SERVICE AWARD

Fellow NWSS Members, it is that time of  year for me to 
ask for nominations for the Cliff  Mink Service award.  

As most of  you know, the Cliff  Mink Service award is 
named after one of  our founding fathers and is given to a 
member of  the NWSS who has gone above and beyond the 
call of  duty on promoting R/C soaring in the Northwest.

The following is the Cliff  Mink Award Guidelines as written 
in the By-Laws:

Radio-controlled soaring events happen only because 
individuals are willing to step forward in a leadership role or 
to volunteer to do the work to organize flying events for the 
Northwest Soaring Society and the local clubs.  Candidates 
for the award contribute their time, talent and ideas to 
encourage individuals to fly and to create opportunities to fly 
together.   The contributions include but are not limited to:

× Serving in a leadership role in local clubs or the 
NWSS organization

× Organizing and/or directing contests and fun fly 
events

× Mentoring new pilots

× Volunteering to do all the “behind the scenes” 
tasks; like setting up and maintaining equipment and 
arranging access to flying fields

× Advancing the state-of-the-art through technical 
design and innovation that is shared with the RC 
community



The spirit of  the Cliff  Mink Service 
Award is to recognize the volunteers 
who help make flying in the Pacific 
Northwest better and more available 
to RC pilots.

Please forward me your nominations 
(with the reasons why this individual 
deserves this award) by 15 August 
such that the Board of  Directors can 
vote on the nominations received

Art Boysen, NWSS Secretary, 
cathybum@aol.com 
4113 S Best Ln, Veradale, WA  99037

32nd Annual 
Sun Fly
July 5-6, 2008

Record Breaking Contest

32 pilots, 40 gliders, 29 at BBQ, A 
warm 88 degrees, Consistent breezes 
5 to 8 mph, 11 rounds, at least 7 
campers-trailers, no midnight thunder 
storm, or early morning lawn mowing.

Duane made a month of  it, starting 
with The Fry Fly, moving on to 
Portland, then back to the Sun Fly and 
now on his way to Spokane before 
returning to Great Falls.

There was a gamut of  styles (gliders 
and pilots).  From a Dreamsickle 
colored (Sue) OLY II and a Paragon 
(Wayne) to the modern ultra molded 
super whizbang.  There were more 
fatalities to the modern stuff  than the 
old timers. (planes, not people).  What 
a fun contest.  Some flyers actually 
said they liked doing the Triathlon.  
And of  course the hated 3P brought 
about some comments.

Mary Ann did her usual fantastic 
check-in and scoring job.  And 
solved several problems without 
calling for help.  Now then, her 
major achievement was the Saturday 

night BBQ.  1/3 lb ground sirloin 
hamburgers with/without cheese 
or toasted buns.  Fruit salad, potato 
salad, beans, deviled eggs, then 
topping it all off  with an IT’S IT.

The biggest surprise to me came at 
the end when I finally took a good 
look at the Expert standings.  The top 
3 were names not usually seen there.  
1: Ken Lies, 2: Jim Frahm, 3: Doug 
Coleman.

Enough chit chat, here’s the results.
  
R.E.S. -----------------------
   1   9059   Richard Van Dijk
   2   8201   Dave Johnson
   3   7792   Jim Pugh
   4   7708   Frank Wheeler
   5   7039   Kirby Parker
   6   6865   Don Stewart
   7   6311   Art Boysen
   8   4753   Sue Sayers
   9   4554   Bill Mc Vay
  10   3265   Harold Ochs
  11   1063   Frank Smith
Novice -----------------------
   1   4755   Wayne N. Yamamoto
Expert -----------------------
   1  10183   Ken Lies   -- 
A level V LSF win, does he need it?  I 
hope so.
   2   9896   Jim Frahm
   3   9875   Doug Coleman
   4   9857   Doug Buchanan
   5   9857   Steve Adams
   6   9791   David Portwood
   7   9649   Dave Johnson
   8   9556   Duane Cassidy
   9   9540   Tom Culmsee
  10   9382   John Burke
  11   9126   Jay S. Decker
  12   9107   Les Grammer
  13   9102   Jim Pugh
  14   8889   Lee Urbaniak
  15   7057   Al Lies
  16   6610   Art Boysen
  17   4392   Harold Ochs
  18   3406   Sandie Pugh
  19   3318   Gary Brokaw
  20   2608   Bruce Bumgarner
Competitor -------------------
   1   8351   Rex Grace
   2   8027   Joe Campbell
   3   7991   Curtis Headrick
   4   7315   Sue Sayers
   5   6440   Richard Van Dijk
   6   3770   Lynn Hendry
Two Meter --------------------
   1   9169   Tom Culmsee
   2   8833   Jay S. Decker
   3   1418   Kirby Parker

Volume 2008, Issue 5

Editor's note: Somebody stole my brain earlier 
this year. As a result, the Volume and Issue 
information for the May and June issues doesn't 
make any sense. 

The Eagle is the official newsletter of 
the Northwest Soaring Society. More 
information about the NWSS can be 
found at our website:

www.northwestsoaringsociety.org

Newsletter Editor:  
Amy Pool 
eastwind@aracnet.com, 503-262-8357

Associate Editor for this issue:  
Kevin Martin, NWSS Board Member
kg7xg@aol.com, 503-469-0234

Associate Editor for next issue: 
Sue Sayers, NWSS Board Member
lsayers@gotsky.com, 208-263-4651

Hardcopy production and mailing: 
Kirby Parker 
slvrfox@owt.com, 509-375-1587

Contact Amy Pool for address 
corrections, technical issues with 
electronic editions, and information 
about receiving The Eagle. 

Send articles, classified and photos to 
the next issue's Associate Editor or to 
Amy.

Flyers for NWSS contests should be 
sent to Les Grammer, NWSS Contest 
Coordinator (Les_G@verizon.net, 509-
332-7406) who will proof them and 
forward to the newsletter editor and 
webmaster.

Three delivery methods are available 
for The Eagle: email directly to you as a 
pdf; download pdf file from the NWSS 
website (email notification when it is 
posted); or hardcopy. Contact Amy Pool 
to change your delivery method.



Rippinõ Thermals In Eugene
Presented by The EUGENE GLIDER GUIDERS and 

The PORTLAND AREA SAILPLANE SOCIETY 

AUGUST 23 & 24th, 2008

REGISTRATION:    BEGINS AT 8:30 AM SATURDAY 
FLYING:   STARTS ASAP ON SAT. AND at 9 AM on SUN.  NO NEW ROUNDS after 
                            2:00 PM on SUNDAY 
EGG BUST:   SUNDAY AM (special optional Egg Bust Event) 

CLASSES: OPEN EXPERT, OPEN COMPETITOR 
                             OPEN 2-METER and OPEN RES 

AMA SANCTIONED - AMA OR MAAC MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED  (can join at field) 

AWARDS:                 PLAQUES      1st  THRU 3rd  EXPERT (each class awarded for both days combined) 
   PLAQUES    1st  COMPETITOR 
   PLAQUES    1st  THRU 3rd  2 METER 
   PLAQUES    1st  THRU 3rd  RES 

ENTRY FEES: $10.00 - FIRST AIRPLANE, $7.00 - 2ND AIRPLANE PER DAY 

TASKS (BOTH DAY'S): 3P, 5, 7, 10 ID - CD'S CHOICE (at start of each round, he’s nice) 

WINCHES:   12 VOLT WITH 180# TEST LINE, 300 METER LAUNCH LENGTH 

RETRIEVERS: Std. Design                                          Launch Windows!                                           

HUNSKI LANDING both days                    PLEASE BRING EXTRA BATTERIES

ANNUAL CORN COB FEED:    SATURDAY EVENING at Scott Goodman’s 
                                                              (MAPS at field) 

CONTEST DIRECTOR:   Tom Culmsee (503) 667-4532, T.Culmsee@comcast.net 

FLYING SITE:  IN EUGENE, OR AT  I-5 EXIT 195 DRIVE W ON BELT LINE HWY. TO THE END. 
TURN R ON WEST 11 [HWY 126]. DRIVE TO NIELSEN RD. (JUST BEFORE THE RAILROAD 
OVER-PASS) AND TURN L. FOLLOW NEILSEN TO THE CONTEST SITE. (Near Corner of Nielson 
and Cantrell Road.) THERE WILL BE A SIGN TELLING YOU WHICH FIELD THE CONTEST WILL 
BE ON. THE SIGN WILL LOOK LIKE A BIG OUTHOUSE.                                                       
And . . . .  OMG THOSE THERMALS!

MOTELS: 
Shilo   800-222-2244 
Pacific 9  541-726-9266 
Holiday Inn  800-746-8471 
Gateway Inn  541-726-1212 
Motel Orleans  541-746-1314 
Motel 6   541-741-1105 
Doubletree  541-726-8181 
Hawthorne Inn  800-527-1133 
Best Western  541-726-4769 



Where Does the 
Time Go? 
Orrin Crooks Memorial 
May 10th and 11th 
Lewiston, ID 
by Curtis Headrick 

The first contest I have flown 
in 21 years. So you don't have 

to do the math, it was the 1987 
tournament in Richland. Getting back 
in to the sport was a little daunting 
at the start. The radios and planes 
have certainly changed. When I got 
out of  flying Dodson Designs were 
at the top in planes and there were 
no programmable radios. I used all 
mechanical linkages to make my flaps 
and ailerons work. 

Why start at Orrin Crooks Memorial? 
That's easy, Bruce and Colleen 
Bumgarner. I knew there would be a 
warm smile and someone who maybe 
remembered me. Getting there on 
Saturday morning, I learned I was right. 
I walked up to Bruce and asked if  
anyone can fly in the contest. He was 
shocked to say the least. I had not seen 
Bruce since 1987. He gave me a jug 
and we started to reminisce about old 
times. Bruce and I had worked together 
outside of  the club when I lived in 
Moscow, where the Orrin Crooks 
Memorial had been held. 

At the contest on Saturday morning it 
was cold, 50-60 degrees, with the wind 
out of  the north east at what I would 
guess was 10-15 mph. Everybody was 
wrapped up in anything they could 
find to keep warm. There were many 
rain coats, even though there was no 
chance of  rain, just to cut the wind. At 
this point I was shaking, partly from 
the cold and partly from nerves. Did 
I forget to mention that besides the 
changes in plane and radio, I had only 
had three prior winch launches from 
the weekend before as practice? You 
could say I was coming in cold and it 
had nothing to do with the weather. 

After getting ready to fly I walked 
around and realized there were many 
familiar faces still flying, Dave Johnson, 
Frank Smith, Kirby Parker, John Burke, 
Ray Cooper, Guy Russo, and Robin 
Kirkpatrick to name a few. These guys 
were flying when I left and except for 
maybe a few more gray hairs were 
much the same. 

As the contest proceeded it got warmer 
and the winds left off  a little. I quit 
shaking after the first round. This was 
the first time I had seen the Hunski 
landing system. What a great way 
to get novices landing points and to 
encourage new pilots to try a contest. 
After the last round on Saturday I was 
wiped out but had had so much fun 
I could not wait until Sunday to start 
flying again. 

On Sunday the wind was out of  the 
south west. We had to move the 
winches and went old school simply 
using landing lines. As the day went on 
the wind changed again and come out 
of  the west. Then in the afternoon it 
clouded over. The contest ended mid-
afternoon with it not ever getting very 
warm. 

I started flying again for many reasons 
some of  which are the friendships and 
outstanding people that are associated 
with this sport. Thank you to every one 
that gave me help at the contest and I 
look forward to seeing every one again 
soon at the next contest. 

Sod Farm Selected as Site 
of Sept. Tournament

This year’s tournament will be held 
on a beautiful sod farm just south 
of  Woodburn, OR. The owner of  
Willamette Turf  agreed to allow us 
access to this fantastic site for the 
championship event on the weekend 
of  September 13 and 14th. In addition, 
a nearby country club will host the 
annual banquet in a large meeting hall 
with prime rib on the menu. Golfing 

at very reasonable rates is allowed 
for flyers wishing to partake of  the 
facilities during their stay. Start making 
your plans now. Further info will be in 
the next newsletter.

Classifieds

Tiger F5B hotliner for sale.  Ready to 
fly.  All you need is your own receiver 
and a 2S lipo battery.  Like new.  Flown 
about a dozen times to a grease job 
every flight!  Not even a hint of  
any damage.  I spent about $1100, 
but you can have it for $750 OBO.  
Includes the Tiger, Neu 1506/1D/ 6.7 
competition motor, Castle Creations 
125 competition controller, 2 sets of  
props (one for learning to fly it and the 
other for all-out competition), 5 Hitec 
HS-125 slim wing servos, flaps installed 
by Roger, 500 ma RX battery, all 
connectors and the Pesznecker switch.  
Will be happy to demo it for you.  Jack 
Wolcott @ (503) 675-0232.

 2.5 meter E-Organic. Includes Hacker 
B40 8L w/4.4:1 gear box, Hacker 70 
amp Opto ESC, Hitec 125 servos in 
the wing and Dymond D-60 in the tail, 
two 7 cell, 1950 mAH NiMh packs and 
a 4 cell RX pack. Just add your RX and 
you're ready to fly. Everything looks 
and works great. Buyer will need to 
make a wiring harness from the RX to 
the wing plug. I've included the plug. 
$750 shipped. Jim Frahm, jnsfrahm@
q.com

 All original ECO 8 helicopter with 
the following upgrades: Carbon side 
frames, carbon main and tail blades, 
aluminum base plate, aluminum swash 
plate, and aluminum tail pitch slider 
and a full replacement of  harden shafts. 
4 micro TS 10 servos, Phaser 30-3 
brushless motor, FMA 8 channel RX, 
Kokam 3S 2P 4000 mAh LiPo. $300.00. 
What you need to get in the air: Heli 
ESC, gyro,  and the knowledge to set it 
up. Jim Frahm, jnsfrahm@q.com



NWSS Season Points 
as of July 16, 2008

HLG Season Points Standings
Name	  	 Days	 Days 	 seas pts	 % perf 	 seas pts 		
		  flown	 counted		  for all days	 for all days
Johnson	 Tim	 4	 4	 99.01	 96.94	 99.01
Borst	 Arend	 2	 2	 96.13	 92.48	 96.13
Weston	 Adam	 2	 2	 95.44	 91.74	 95.44
Lies	 Ken	 2	 2	 93.94	 93.54	 93.94
Pearson	 Phil	 4	 4	 91.29	 89.42	 91.29
Bryan	 Jonathan	 2	 2	 90.88	 87.42	 90.88
Coleman	 Doug	 4	 4	 90.80	 88.95	 90.80
Borst	 Simon	 2	 2	 80.35	 77.36	 80.35
Brundege	 Chris	 2	 2	 72.39	 69.56	 72.39
Bangham	 Alan	 2	 2	 68.23	 65.56	 68.23
Pool	 Amy	 2	 2	 50.37	 48.41	 50.37
Van Dijk	 Richard	 1	 1	 49.12	 46.66	 49.12
 

2-Meter Season Points Standings
Name	  	 Class	 Days	 Days 	 seas pts	 % perf 	 seas pts 	
			   flown	 counted		  for all days	 for all days
Johnson	 Kelly	 E	 3	 3	 97.06	 92.37	 97.06
Johnson	 Dave	 E	 2	 2	 92.07	 87.32	 92.07
Buchanan	 Doug	 E	 2	 2	 91.86	 86.97	 91.86
Frahm	 Jim	 E	 6	 6	 89.65	 85.36	 89.65
Brightbill	 Tom	 E	 2	 2	 85.13	 80.69	 85.13
Coleman	 Doug	 E	 8	 6	 84.48	 71.30	 74.52
Pool	 Amy	 E	 6	 6	 83.58	 79.82	 83.58
Culmsee	 Tom	 E	 4	 4	 80.94	 77.30	 80.94
Brundege	 Chris	 E	 4	 4	 77.93	 74.61	 77.93
Cassidy	 Duane	 E	 4	 4	 70.72	 67.21	 70.72
Hendry	 Lynn	 C	 2	 2	 38.78	 36.53	 38.78

 

RES Season Points Standings
Name	  	 Class	 Days	 Days 	 seas pts	 % perf 	 seas pts 	
			   flown	 counted		  for all days	 for all days
Johnson	 Kelly	 E	 2	 2	 96.13	 90.86	 96.13
Johnson	 Dave	 E	 8	 6	 91.44	 83.98	 88.03
Smith	 Frank	 E	 4	 4	 83.17	 79.13	 83.17
Van Dijk	 Richard	 C	 4	 4	 80.11	 77.28	 80.11
Pugh	 Jim	 E	 4	 4	 79.54	 76.78	 79.54
Boysen	 Art	 E	 7	 6	 76.73	 70.09	 72.93
Campbell	 Joe	 C	 4	 4	 75.65	 71.85	 75.65
Parker	 Kirby	 E	 7	 6	 74.77	 66.82	 70.19
Ochs	 Harold	 E	 3	 3	 71.97	 68.32	 71.97
Mc Vay	 Bill	 E	 3	 3	 62.99	 60.71	 62.99
Sayers	 Sue	 C	 7	 6	 56.96	 51.34	 53.60

Open Season Points Standings
Name	  	 Class	 Days	 Days 	 seas pts	 % perf 	 seas pts 	
			   flown	 counted		  for all days	 for all days
Johnson	 Kelly	 E	 1	 1	 100.00	 96.25	 100.00
Cassidy	 Duane	 E	 12	 8	 98.50	 90.88	 94.76
Lies	 Ken	 E	 8	 8	 96.80	 92.73	 96.80
Johnson	 Dave	 E	 8	 8	 96.16	 92.31	 96.16
Brightbill	 Tom	 E	 1	 1	 95.94	 93.67	 95.94
Buchanan	 Doug	 E	 9	 8	 95.67	 87.10	 91.03
Grammer	 Les	 E	 10	 8	 94.75	 88.98	 93.00
Pool	 Amy	 E	 4	 4	 94.35	 89.99	 94.35
Burke	 John	 E	 7	 7	 93.75	 89.19	 93.75
Portwood	 David	 E	 4	 4	 93.70	 90.46	 93.70
Frahm	 Jim	 E	 11	 8	 93.19	 84.70	 88.29
Urbaniak	 Lee	 E	 11	 8	 90.94	 83.29	 86.97
Culmsee	 Tom	 E	 4	 4	 90.91	 87.77	 90.91
Coleman	 Doug	 E	 12	 8	 90.77	 82.07	 85.55
Adams	 Steve	 E	 10	 8	 89.15	 82.99	 86.69
Pugh	 Jim	 E	 5	 5	 88.72	 85.38	 88.72
Brundege	 Chris	 E	 2	 2	 86.44	 83.81	 86.44
Ochs	 Harold	 E	 3	 3	 78.08	 74.83	 78.08
Grace	 Rex	 C	 6	 6	 77.28	 74.23	 77.28
Pugh	 Sandie	 E	 3	 3	 77.21	 73.98	 77.21
Campbell	 Joe	 C	 2	 2	 75.06	 72.14	 75.06
Sayers	 Sue	 C	 6	 6	 74.93	 71.89	 74.93
Headrick	 Curtis	 C	 8	 8	 73.67	 70.67	 73.67
Russell	 Doug	 C	 5	 5	 73.62	 70.29	 73.62
Boysen	 Art	 E	 8	 8	 72.11	 69.00	 72.11
Bumgarner	 Bruce	 E	 9	 8	 70.18	 62.99	 65.95
Kirkpatrick	 Robin	 C	 6	 6	 69.74	 66.67	 69.74
Mc Vay	 Bill	 E	 2	 2	 68.36	 65.38	 68.36
Van Dijk	 Richard	 C	 4	 4	 66.70	 64.41	 66.70
Lies	 Al	 E	 4	 4	 64.70	 62.64	 64.70
Cooper	 Ray	 E	 6	 6	 56.31	 53.89	 56.31
Hendry	 Lynn	 C	 7	 7	 44.19	 42.57	 44.19
Waliser	 Shawn	 N	 5	 5	 39.89	 38.20	 39.89



Portland Area Sailplane Society’s Hand Launch Weekend
July 26th and 27th

Blue Lake Park in Fairview, OR

Saturday registration begins at 09:30

Saturday pilot’s meeting at 010:00 sharp

Sunday pilot’s meeting at 09:00 sharp

CD: Bob Nelson

503-539-0493 (cell)

Two one-day contests

Fees:  $15.00 for two days  $10.00 for one

We will be using NWSS rules. Wing span limit of  1.5 meters.

AMA sanctioned event; cards will be checked.

Saturday: The last round will be the one in progress at 5:00 pm – read this as a long day

Sunday: The last round will be the one in progress at 3:00 pm

Site directions:  
From I-84 take the exit for NE 207th Ave. (East of  Portland, West of  Troutdale) 

Go north to NE Sandy Blvd and take a right. Turn left on NE 223rd (at the 4-way stop). Turn left on Blue Lake 
Park Road. Follow this road and go PAST the main entrance to the park. Just past the entrance, on the right side 

of the road, is a chained off dirt road.

This is where you enter the flying field. 

Brass lock on gate, combo is “2008” – set combo, then squeeze lock to open. 

Please lock gate and lock behind you.

Motel accommodations: All within 5 miles of  field 

Sorry, no camping overnight at the field

Area code 503 - Travelodge 666-6623; Motel 6 665-2254;  
Inn America 492-2900; Holiday Inn Express 492-4000; Silver Cloud 252-2222;  

Shilo Inn 252-7500; Super 8 257-8988

A half  hour lunch break will be provided - please bring your own food.




